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S.H. Moffett
THE GREATEST OBSTACLE

Matt. 23:1-3,37

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem. . .how often would I have
gathered thy children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you would not." (23:37)

The question I want to ask today is this: What is the

greatest single obstacle blocking the world-wide progress of the

Christian faith? I know there is something blocking it. That much

is sure. Historians are describing the last half of the 20th

century as "the post-Christian era". The fastest growing religion

in the west is "no religion". Our mainline denominations are in

decline. Ethicists point to a collapse of Christian morality which

prompts Billy Graham to say "The new morality is the old

immorality". The world today has more non-Christians and fewer

Presbyterian missionaries every year. What is causing all this?

Whatever happened to the progress of the gospel? What is the

greatest single obstacle blocking the world-wide expansion of the

Christian faith?

When I first went to China as a missionary I was soon

convinced that the greatest obstacle was the Chinese language. I

found myself sympathizing with one of the early pioneers who, one

frustrating day, roundly declared that the Chinese language must be

an invention of the devil to keep the gospel out of China. Well,

we know very well that language is not the great obstacle. In fact

from the beginning Christian missionaries have claimed the

languages of the world as channels, not obstacles, for the power of

the gospel.

When we are younger we tend to think of obstacles in

physical, geographic terms—mountains, deserts and jungles blocking

the missionaries' access to unreached tribes. But mountains have

been climbed, and deserts crossed, and jungles penetrated for Jesus

Christ.

In school, perhaps—at least in Christian schools—the

great religions are pictured as major obstacles: the powerful and

ancient religions of the world which lead so many millions away
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from the truth in Christ—Islam, Confucianism, Buddhism, Hinduism

and so on. Talk to any missionary from a Muslim or Hindu area and

you will soon realize how great an obstacle such religions can be.

But I come from Korea, and I cannot tell you that the

ancient religions are the greatest obstacle. Confucianism? We

have a great Confucian University in Seoul, the oldest in the

country. Some years ago it began a search for a new president.

The committee scoured the country for a qualified Confucian scholar

competent to head the school in the modern age but finally threw up

its hands in despair and asked a Christian to become the president

of the Confucian University. Confucianism as a religion is

crumbling in Korea.

And Buddhism? When I went back to Korea as a missionary

I found that there was a great Buddhist university there also. It

stood on a hill and had thousands of students but when I asked I

was told that the largest student organization on the campus of

that Buddhist school was the Student Christian Association.

Buddhism is declining in Korea. There are more tourists in its

temples today than pilgrims. The great religions of the world are

not the greatest obstacle. Approached with great wisdom and

courtesy and exceeding care they can become bridges, not obstacles,

to the greater truth of the gospel.

What then is the greatest obstacle? A good case can be

made that our greatest obstacles may be our own impossible goals,

like the slogan, "The evangelization of the world in our own

generation". I know that with God all things are possible, but

that does seem out of our range simply because of the physical and

social immensities of such a Christian task.

Look at what the population explosion has done to us.

The Christian church is growing about as fast as it ever has. Asia

and Africa had 50 million Christians in 1900, ten times that many

now, 500 million in 1988. What a miracle of Christian expansion!

But, there are more than three times as many non-Christians in the

world today than there were then: 1 billion in 1900, 3.5 billion in

1988 [Int'l Bull, of Miss. Research, Jan. 1988]. Or take Korea.
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Korean Christians double the size of the Christian community every

ten years. But there are more non-Christians in Korea today than

there were when my father went out there as a pioneer a hundred

years ago. We are falling behind in the numbers every year. I

cannot, however, in good conscience tell you that the population

explosion is the greatest single obstacle to the completion of the

missionary task. It is at least mathematically possible for each

Christian to win two other people to Christ and we would reach our

impossible goal. How I know that salvation history doesn't work

out quite so mathematically neat as that, but at least, from that

perspective the population explosion is another challenge, not

another obstacle.

What then is really the greatest obstacle? If it is not

language, or geography, or other religions, or the population

explosion, (or communism) ,
what is it?

Look again at our New Testament text, Matt. 23: 37. What

city was it over which Jesus was weeping? Was it Sodom? Was it

Gomorrah? Was it Babylon, that great and wicked city? No. None

of these. You know as well as I that the city that almost broke

Jesus' heart was the Holy City. Jerusalem. "0 Jerusalem,

Jerusalem. . . how often would I have gathered thy children together

as a hen gathereth her brood under her wings, and you would not^i

There is the great obstacle. Don't look outside. Don't

cast about for a scapegoat. Don't blame it all on the Muslims, or

the Hindus, or the communists. The greatest obstacle blocking the

world-wide progress of the Christian faith is you . . . and__I . The

greatest obstacle is always within.

There is nothing new about this unsettling truth. Almost

the prophet made it very clear in the Old Testament. He listed the

enemies of Israel, one by one: Damascus and Gaza, Ammon, Moab. But

they, he said, were not the great enemy. The heart of the problem,

said the prophet, was right back here at home in Judah and Israel.

Not the pagans, but the Chosen People of God. The believers had

failed to keep the covenant. They had fallen short of the glory of

God.
, . , _ .,

So also in the New Testament. When Jesus upbraided the
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cities, he didn't condemn the unreached towns and villages. He

pronounced his woes precisely on those places where he had done his

mightiest works. "For if the mighty works done in you," he said,

"had been done in Tyre and Sidon [or Sodom and Gomorrah] ,
they

would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." (Matt. 11:20-

21)

Church history teaches the same lesson: the greatest

enemy is within. Luther saw it at once. Even in the heat of the

battle of the Reformation he had the honesty to say, "I am more

afraid of my own heart than of the Pope and all his cardinals. I

have within me the great Pope—Self!"

Well, that's the bad news. We are the great obstacle.

But the Bible never ends on a negative note. The gospel

is good news. It is human t$at is negative: "You would not." But

the good news is that "God so loved the world that He gave his only

begotten Son that whosoever believes on Him should not perish but

have everlasting life." The bad news is our rebellion, our

indifference. The good news is that God can taken even the

obstacles—can take us—and turn us into agents of hope and

promise

.

Like the Korean people. What obstacles they were to the

good news when it was first brought into their land. The killed

Catholics by the thousands all through the first hundred years of

Catholic missions there. And when the first Protestants came in

the late 1800s it was still forbidden to preach the gospel

publicly. They stoned my father in the early 1890s when he tried

to open up North Korea to evangelistic missions.

But by the grace of God, Koreans today are the most

enthusiastic, gospel-proclaiming people in the whole world. I

think the greatest demonstration of spiritual power that I have

ever seen has been in the story of one Presbyterian congregation in

Seoul, Korea. They started in 1946 with 27 refugees fleeing from

the communists in North Korea. The reached freedom in the south

without homes, without possessions, little left but their lives

Today they are the largest Presbyterian church in the world. They

call it "The Church of Everlasting Joy, Presbyterian) ,
because they



4 ") v\*MS

SL-U "its* ^

iWl>) Vj>a *7 w*-^

^ ^ #
|C\XA . k/dy^J

I think the greatest demonstration of spiritual power

that I have ever seen has been in the life story of one Korean

Presbyterian congregation. In many ways I have come to believe it

is the greatest congregation of Christians in the whole world.

They have faced and overcome more obstacles than you can imagine.
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They have stood up to governments, and been persecuted by

communists, they have been ostracized and harassed by Buddhists;

they have been battered by divisions and schisms from within; but

they have found power and victory in Jesus Christ. They are the

now the largest Presbyterian church in the world, one congregation

with 60,000 members in the downtown heart of Seoul, Korea.

How could they do it. Well, the story of their pastor

might be the answer, but I'll not tell you that now. In some ways,

it was the laymen and laywomen who made it possible. There were

only 27 of them who escaped from the communists in the north, and

found refuge as penniless refugees in the south.

I suppose the story of one of the women tells it all.

Like all the others she too had lost everything. To keep alive she

picked up pieces of paper and scraps of cloth from the streets,

smoothed and washed and ironed them, and sold them for a few

pennies. Slowly and painfully, working from morning to night, she

began to improve her stock, bought and sold other things, and

dreamed of the day she could move our of her refugee shack,

cardboard walls and a roof of tin beercans thrown away by the

Americans, and flattened to keep off the rain or snow. She dreamed

of a real home with a real roof, not beercans where she would be a

refugee no more. Saving every penny she finally had enough, and

the home she built was a home of which she was very, very proud.

Its roof was not flattened beer cans, and not even straw like the

homes of many Korans, but of real tile. So she excitedly gathered

her belongings together and moved out from under the beer cans into

her new home. But that was the day the elders from the Church of

Everlasting Joy chose to call on her on behalf of the church

building fund. She was distressed and embarrassed. "I've put

everthing I have into my new home. I have nothing left". And the

elders, being kind and understanding men, did not press her. But

sL
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S.H. Moffett
THE GREATEST OBSTACLE

Matt . 23:1-3/37

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem. . .how often would I have

gathered thy children together as a hen gathers her

brood under her wings, and you would not." (23:37)

The question I want to ask today is this: What is the

greatest single obstacle blocking the world-wide progress of the

Christian faith? I know there is something blocking it. That much

is sure. Historians are describing the last half of the 20th

century as "the post-Christian era". The fastest growing religion

in the west is "no religion" . Our mainline denominations are in

decline. Ethicists point to a collapse of Christian morality which

prompts Billy Graham to say "The new morality is the old

immorality" . The world today has more non-Christians and fewer

Presbyterian missionaries every year. What is causing all this?

Whatever happened to the progress of the gospel? What is the

greatest single obstacle blocking the world-wide expansion of the

Christian faith?

When I first went to China as a missionary I was soon

convinced that the greatest obstacle was the Chinese language. I

found myself sympathizing with one of the early pioneers who, one

frustrating day, roundly declared that the Chinese language must be

an invention of the devil to keep the gospel out of China. Well,

we know very well that language is not the great obstacle. In fact

from the beginning Christian missionaries have claimed the

languages of the world as channels, not obstacles, for the power of

the gospel.

When we are younger we tend to think of obstacles in

physical, geographic terms- -mountains ,
deserts and jungles blocking

the missionaries' access to unreached tribes. But mountains have

been climbed, and deserts crossed, and jungles penetrated for Jesus

Christ

.

In school, perhaps- -at least in Christian schools- -the

great religions are pictured as major obstacles: the powerful and

ancient religions of the world which lead so many millions away
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from the truth in Christ- - Islam, Confucianism, Buddhism, Hinduism

and so on. Talk to any missionary from a Muslim or Hindu area and

you will soon realize how great an obstacle such religions can be.

But I come from Korea, and I cannot tell you that the

ancient religions are the greatest obstacle. Confucianism? We

have a great Confucian University in Seoul, the oldest in the

country. Some years ago it began a search for a new president.

The committee scoured the country for a qualified Confucian scholar

competent to head the school in the modern age but finally threw up

its hands in despair and asked a Christian to become the president

of the Confucian University. Confucianism as a religion is

crumbling in Korea.

And Buddhism? When I went back to Korea as a missionary

I found that there was a great Buddhist university there also. It

stood on a hill and had thousands of students but when I asked I

was told that the largest student organization on the campus of

that Buddhist school was the Student Christian Association.

Buddhism is declining in Korea. There are more tourists in its

temples today than pilgrims. The great religions of the world are

not the greatest obstacle. Approached with great wisdom and

courtesy and exceeding care they can become bridges, not obstacles,

to the greater truth of the gospel.

What then is the greatest obstacle? A good case can be

made that our greatest obstacles may be our own impossible goals,

like the slogan, "The evangelization of the world in our own

generation". I know that with God all things are possible, but

that does seem out of our range simply because of the physical and

social immensities of such a Christian task.

Look at what the population explosion has done to us.

The Christian church is growing about as fast as it ever has. Asia

and Africa had 50 million Christians in 1900, ten times that many

now, 500 million in 1988. What a miracle of Christian expansion!

But, there are more than three times as many non -Christians in the

world today than there were then: 1 billion in 1900, 3.5 billion in

1988 [Int'l Bull, of Miss. Research, Jan. 1988] . Or take Korea.
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Korea has one of the fastest growing churches in the world.

Korean Christians double the size of the Christian community every

ten years. But there are more non-Christians in Korea today than

there were when my father went out there as a pioneer a hundred

years ago. We are falling behind in the numbers every year. I

cannot, however, in good conscience tell you that the population

explosion is the greatest single obstacle to the completion of the

missionary task. It is at least mathematically possible for each

Christian to win two other people to Christ and we would reach our

impossible goal. Now I know that salvation history doesn't work

out quite so mathematically neat as that, but at least, from that

perspective the population explosion is another challenge, not

another obstacle.

Until last year most American were telling me that the

greatest single obstacle blodking the progress of the gospel is

communism. Not any longer. One of the most astonishing missionary

facts of our time is that the Christians in communist China, after

forty years of hammering persecution and communist revolution, have

become one of the fastest growing segments of the church worldwide.

What then is really the greatest obstacle? If it is not

language, or geography, or other religions, or the population

explosion, or communism, what is it?

Look again at our New Testament text, Matt. 23: 37. What

city was it over which Jesus was weeping? Was it Sodom? Was it

Gomorrah? Was it Babylon, that great and wicked city? No. None

of these. You know as well as I that the city that almost broke

Jesus' heart was the Holy City. Jerusalem. "0 Jerusalem,

Jerusalem. . . how often would I have gathered thy children together

as a hen gathereth her brood under her wings, and you would not .
11

There is the great obstacle. Don't look outside. Don't

cast about for a scapegoat. Don't blame it all on the Muslims, or

the Hindus, or the communists. The greatest obstacle blocking the

world-wide progress of the Christian faith is you . . . and I . The

greatest obstacle is always within.

There is nothing new about this unsettling truth. Almost^ A'
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the prophet made it very clear in the Old Testament. He listed the

enemies of Israel, one by one: Damascus and Gaza, Ammon, Moab. But

they, he said, were not the great enemy. The heart of the problem,

said the prophet, was right back here at home in Judah and Israel.

Not the pagans, but the Chosen People of God. The believers had

failed to keep the covenant. They had fallen short of the glory of

God

.

So also in the New Testament. When Jesus upbraided the

cities, he didn't condemn the unreached towns and villages. He

pronounced his woes precisely on those places where he had done his

mightiest works. "For if the mighty works done in you," he said,

"had been done in Tyre and Sidon [or Sodom and Gomorrah]
, they

would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." (Matt. 11:20

-

21 )

Church history teaches the same lesson: the greatest

enemy is within. Luther saw it at once. Even in the heat of the

battle of the Reformation he had the honesty to say, "I am more

afraid of my own heart than of the Pope and all his cardinals. I

have within me the great Pope--Self!"

Well, that's the bad news. We are the great obstacle.

But the Bible never ends on a negative note. The gospel

is good news. It is human that is negative: "You would not." But

the good news is that "God so loved the world that He gave his only

begotten Son that whosoever believes on Him should not perish but

have everlasting life." The bad news is our rebellion, our

indifference. The good news is that God can taken even the

obstacles- -can take us- -and turn us into agents of hope and

promise

.

Like the Korean people. What obstacles they were to the

good news when it was first brought into their land. The killed

Catholics by the thousands all through the first hundred years of

Catholic missions there. And when the first Protestants came in

the late 1800s it was still forbidden to preach the gospel

publicly. They stoned my father in the early 1890s when he tried

to open up North Korea to evangelistic missions.
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But by the grace of God, Koreans today are the most

enthusiastic, gospel-proclaiming people in the whole world. I

think the greatest demonstration of spiritual power that I have

ever seen has been in the story of one Presbyterian congregation in

Seoul, Korea. They started in 1946 with 27 refugees fleeing from

the communists in North Korea. They reached freedom in the south

without homes, without possessions, little left but their lives

Today they are the largest Presbyterian church in the world. They

call it "The Church of Everlasting Joy, Presbyterian) ,
because

though they had lost everything they had in this world, they had

not lost their joy in the good news of eternal salvation through

Jesus Christ their Lord.

And because they believed with great joy, their joy was

contagious. Others listened to them and believed, and the church

grew. It became for a while the largest Presbyterian church in the

world. And then it reached out in Christian mission around the

world

.
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Whatfls the great obstacle? I have found that many Americans would like

me to tell them that the greatest single obstacle blocking the progress of

the gospel is Communism. Now I have no illusions left about Communism. I

spent two difficult years under the Communists in China and I have found them

to be direct and bitter enemies of the Christian faith. But I cannot in all

honesty stand and tell you that the greatest single obstacle to the progress

of our faith is Communism.

What is the greatest obstacle? Look again at the New Testament lesson^

for this morning. What city is it over which Jesus is weeping? Is it Sodom?

Is it Gomorrah? Is it Babylon, that great and wicked city? No, none of these.

You know as well as I that the city that almost broke Jesus* heart was the

Holy City. ”0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem. .-.how often would I have gathered thy chil-

dren together as a hen gathereth her brood under her wings, an<d you would not.

tv.ot>o ic t.ho o-TPA-h obstacle. Don*t look outside. Don’t cast about for a

rtjybi/WJLUUiH, t4»U. ~ ^ "Ally

There is nothing new about this unsettling truth. Luther saw it at once.

Even in the heat of the battle of the Reformation he had the honesty to say,

»! am more afraid of my own heart that of the Pope and all his cardinals. I

have within me the great pope—Self."
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When I left Korea loot ournsrer, our plane lifted us from Kimpo airport,

circled almost to the Communist lines just twenty miles away, and then scudded

across the skyline of Seoul, the capital city. As I watched that skyline

flash past I found myself counting the church steeples, and my heart vas lilt-

ed up within me with pride. We have

in that one Korean city alone, and that is enough to make any Br-e&byt^ri£n

missionary proud. But before my bubbling pride could carry me away too far,

the bubble was pricked by the memory of a remark made not long before by a

non-Christian Korean. "The trouble with this city (Seoul)," he said," is that
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it has too many tea-houses, and too many automobiles, and too many churches.

"

"Why too many churches? When I was a boy in Korea even non-Christian Koreans
tended to be rather proud of the church in that land. They were proud of the
way Christians lived, and of their record of leadership in Korea's fight for
independence. In 1919, when Korean leaders risked their lives to sign Korea's
Declaration of Independence, only 3% of the country was Christian, but 5

0

%
of the signers of that Declaration of Independence were Christian. But in
19^5, when Korean independence was finally won, and just as the whole country
was looking to the Christian church for leadership in freedom, at that very
moment the Christian church in Korea began to fall apart.

In Taegu, at a meeting of the General Assembly, pastors and elders ac-
tually fell to fighting in the pews. They had to bring in a policeman to re-
store order. He came in, mounted to the pulpit, looked out over the disorder-
ed scene, and began to weep. "I am only a policeman," he said, "but I am
also a Christian, and as a Christian I know you should not be acting like
that." He shamed them into seme kind of a semblance of restored order, but

..he could not prevent the splitting apart of the Church of Jesus Christ in
Korea

.
{Where—eise-in-tlie—world—ca-n—you—find---a—Jesus^PresbyterianWJhureh^ and

a^hrxetr-fire^byteriafi-Ghurc^rAnd^lasus--is^nol---gfieaking t-o Chrietjj It is not
at all unlikely that this spectacle of Christian fighting against Christian,
of churches splitting and splitting again in violent controversy, has done
more harm to the cause of preaching Christ in South Korea than anything the
Communists have been able to throw against us. The great enemy is within. ,
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only -of sidc^The greatest obstacles are within us, yes, but so
also by the grace of God is His great power, power over all obstacles.
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It was not to men without weaknesses, but to a sometimes divided and
quarreling group of disciples that Jesus turned and said," You shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witnesses ^ 1

^ •

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth."
(Acts Is 8)

fWwu. 0,+A

So also in^Korea * The church may have its weaknesses, but above all it
has power. The word that comes to my mind when I think of the Korean church
is not division, or controversy, .but power, spiritual power. I*wW lw\dj 'tty/.f

do ^ wUv, X cL^A, /jw
f
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The greatest demonstration of spiritual power I have ever seen has been
in the life story of one Korean congregation. It is, I think, the greatest
single congregation of Christians in the whole world. They have faced Commu-
nists without and schismatics within, but have found power and victory in
Jesus Christ. Their church is the Yung-Nak Presbyt erian Church in Seoul. The
name means the Church of Everlasting Joy.
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The story begins a good many years ago with a young Korean student enter-

ing Princeton Seminary. Before he could finish he fell ill with tuberculosis

which is the scourge of his homeland, the great killer. Some Korean dies of

tuberculosis every ten minutes. For two years he fought for recovery, then

came back to Princeton to complete his studies. By the time he graduated he

had run out of money. He was determined, however, to return to Korea, so he

simply began to walk from Princeton to San Francisco, picking up rides along

the way# When he reached San Francisco he discovered there is no hitch-hiking

across the Pacific. Still determined to get back to Korea he found a job

shoveling coal on a freighter, which is not the healthiest kind of work for

a man recovering from tuberculosis. But it got him home, and he was given

a church in a town in the far north on the frozen Malu River where he began

his ministry in a simple, undramatic but solid way, telling people the good

news of salvation in Jesus Christ.

When Korea won back its independence in 19h5 and for the first time in

forty years the people of that town found themselves really free to elect

their own Korean mayor, their immediate, overwhelming choice was the unassum-

ing pastor of the church on the hill. So Pastor Kyung-Chik Han became mayor

of Sinwiju.

But 19h5 was also the year that all of North Korea was turned over to

the Communists, and Communists do not take kindly to Christian mayors. They

quickly sent their bully-boys through the streets to break up the meetings

of the free political party. They forced Mayor Han out of office. Finally,

seeing the handx^iriting on the wall, he called his congregation together.

They determined to try to escape south into freedom. I have been told(though

I am not sure of this) that the church then divided itself into two groups,

one moving south under the pastor and one under the pastor’s wife, and that

it was thi^tsen months before the two groups finally came together again in

free South Korea.

By then they had lost everything they had in the world. They built

shacks for themselves out of cardboard and flattened tin cans. They also be-

gan to build a church. But not out of cardboard and tin. That would not do

for the house of God. Their church they built out of stone. The men went out

to help with the quarrying, and the women helped to carry the stones into

town. Even the children set to work digging out the foundations and carry-

ing off the dirt in straw baskets. While they worked, they witnessed. They

told others of their faith in Jesus Christ, and new believers joined them

and more refugees* When they finally finished their church they had grown

so large that they found they had to build a church seating two thousand

five hundred people.

How could penniless refugees build so large a church? Because they were

Christians who put first things first, like one woman from among them whose

story you should know. She, too, had lost everything. To keep alive she

picked up pieces of paper and scraps of cloth from the streets, smoothed and
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washed and cleaned them and sold them for a few pennies. Slowly and painfully,

working frcm morning to night, she began to improve her stock, and dreamed of

the day she could build herself a real home and be a refugee no more. Saving

every penny she finally had enough, and the home she built was a home of

which she was very, very proud. Its roof was real tile, not straw* So she

gathered her belongings together and moved out of the refugee shack into her

new home. But that was the day elders from the Church of Everlasting Joy

chose to call on her on behalf of the church building fund. We have them in

Korea too. The patterns are pretty much the same all over the world. There

is nothing wrong with that. It is the power behind the pattern that matters.

The woman was distressed and embarrassed. "I’ve put every penny I have

into my new home, and I have nothing left," she explained. And the elders,

being kind and understanding men, left. But that night she could not sleep.

Early the next morning she gathered up all her possessions and moved out of

the new home back into the chicken-coop of a shack from which she had moved

so proudly the day before. She rented her new home and brought the rent for

the building of the house of God, And that is how those refugees built their

great church, the Church of Everlasting Joy.

They finished it in 1950, the year that the Communists struck again. In

three days the capital city of Seoul had fallen, and the Christians of the

Church of Everlasting Joy were refugees all over again, streaming south along

the dusty roads to tenuous safety in the Pusan perimeter. Once again they

built shacks for themselves out of cardboard and tin, and once again a great

stone church for the house of God. But by the time they had finished the

church in Pusan, MacArthur had landed on the enemy flank, Seoul had been

liberated, and the refugees were free to move back to their homes and their

church in the capital. They should have been happy but one thing distressed

them. To return to the capital would be to leave an empty church in Pusan,

and an empty church would be no honor to God. So once again the congregation

met and convenanted together. No family would move* back to the capital until

it had gone out into the streets of Pusan and won from among the local popu-

lation some new family for Jesus Christ. That is precisely what they did.

They filled their Pusan church with new Christians and only then moved back to

their great etone church in Seoul.

I spoke of that church as seating two thousand five hundred. That was in

1950. Today the congregation numbers ei^ght thousand. They have three services

on a Sunday morning, but even that cannot accommodate the crowds so they

have installed closed- circuit television. When Dr. Han preaches, the good

news of God ! s love in Christ is carried out through the stone walls over tele-

vision to hundreds who gather in nearby buildings to learn the secret of the

joy and power in the lives of these Christians of the Church of Everlasting

Joy.

The church has five ministers, which makes the congregation feel rather

selfish, so they send forty evangelists, unordained preachers, up and down

jo-0
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